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one hoop and another in a determinate interval, as about 20 s ; and 
the mean of the times at which the ball is observed to pass the sue* 
cessive hoops may be taken as in the observation of the transit of 
a star. 

“ If the ball is spherical, the time of its bisection by the hoops 
may be noticed. 

“ The observer is supposed to be at some distance from the ap¬ 
paratus, so that his eye may not be very far distant from the plane 
of any of the hoops.” 


Notice of Errata in Standard Catalogues , communicated 

by M. Faye. 


B. A. C. 3836 Leonis; Hist . Cel . 21467. 

u The position of this star in the B. A. C. depends wholly on the 
observations contained in the Hist. Cel. p. 325. It has since 
been observed by Bessel and by myself. The mean places for 
Jan. 1, 1848, are,— 


K.A. 

h m s 

Lalande .... 11 6 4*87 

Bessel...... 4*81 

Faye . 4-73 


Dec. 

o / // 

434 49*6 Error of i' in B. A. C. and Hist. Cel. 
5 45*6 
5 5 0 * 1 


Groombridge 1867. 


“ On comparing the R.A. of this star with Johnson's Observa¬ 
tions, 1844, and with the Hist . CeL, the position in Groombridge 
is found to be 35 s in error.” 


Colonel Batty sent for inspection a curious dial, of the workman¬ 
ship of Nicholas Kratzer, Horologier to King Henry VIII., and the 
friend of Holbein. 

This consists of a block cut into various faces and hollows, each 
serving for a dial, mounted on a foot, and furnished with a plumb- 
line for rectification. There is a hollow on the top, which it is 
conjectured was meant to receive a compass. The date is 1542, 
and the arrangement and ornamental work very elegant. 

Colonel Batty has supplied the following biographical notice of 
Kratzer, extracted from Bliss’s edition of Wood’s A thence Oxon - 
tenses: — 

“ Nicholas Kratz was born at Munich, and educated at the 
universities of Cologne and Wittenburg. He came to England with 
the degree of B.A., was made Fellow of Corpus Christi, Oxford, by 
Bishop Fox, in 1517, gave lectures in astronomy in that university 
on the king’s order, and was appointed mathematical reader by 
Cardinal Wolsey. 

“ He seems to have written several mathematical treatises, 
which are still in MSS., chiefly in the Bodleian Library. One of 
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these, which is reputed to be his, is De Compositione Horolo - 
gionum . 

“ He made the old dial which is now in the garden of Corpus, 
and another standing on a pillar in the churchyard of St. Mary’s. 
He was living in the year 1550, and after his death many of his 
books came into the hands of Dr. John Dee, and some into those 
of Dr. Richard Forster/’ 


Lunar Eclipse of March 19, 1848. 

Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Charles Mayne, Killaloe. 

“The eclipse was observed with an excellent 30 inch telescope 
of 2 inches aperture, fixed pretty firmly to the window sash. 
Nothing particular was noted at first. The moon was seen well at 
intervals between clouds for an hour and a half, and then was 
completely covered. Some considerable time after, one of the 
family going to the window exclaimed, 4 the eclipse is over/ I 
went to the window and saw the whole of the moon, the colour 
much like that of tarnished copper, i . e. of a dullish red, some parts 
being darker than others. After looking at it for some time, I 
perceived with great surprise that the eclipsed part was marked, 
but (from the general effect produced on the moon) only indis¬ 
tinctly. Clouds soon after covered the whole sky, and the moon 
was not again visible till about a quarter of an hour before the end, 
when the appearance was as usual, the eclipsed part nearly black 
and the rest perfectly bright. I am told that aurora was visible 
the same night. 


Captain Jacob has forwarded a considerable catalogue of double 
stars observed by him at Poona in the years 1845-8, with a 5-foot 
equatoreal by Dollond. 


In accordance with the desire expressed by Sir John Herschel, 
Captain Jacob has transmitted drawings of the solar spots observed 
at Poona in the month of March last. 


Erratum in the Monthly Notice for March , p. 126. 

The observations of Flora at the Durham Observatory are corrected for 
refraction but not for parallax< 


London:—Printed by George Barclay, Castle Street, Leicester Square. 
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